
Big numbers cost some teams as 29 qualify 

Open News - Taranaki Open Fours 

Drop numbers at your peril. 
That is one of the key messages to emerge 
from the qualifying rounds of The Devon Hotel 
Taranaki women’s Open fours. 
As 29 sides made it through to today’s post 
section rounds, a number of other sides could 
also have made it through had it not been for 
the proverbial bad end or two. 
Dropping a six, seven or eight can be costly 
and the leading sides will be highly conscious 
of trying to find a second shot in the days 
ahead. 
While a light drizzle blighted play slightly in 
the afternoon, all six rounds were finally com-
pleted at 7.12pm last night when Karen Wal-
lace (Okato) was pipped by Chris Commane 
(Opunake) 23-19.  
Wallace, needing the last game to qualify, 
was one shot down playing the last end. She 
hit the shot bowl with her last delivery, but 
was still down. 
That was just one of the many stories of frus-
trations throughout the day. 
This was never more pronounced than in sec-
tion  six at Inglewood, where just two teams 
advanced. 
Marlene Foster (Wanganui East) joined Paula 
Meredith (Johnsonville) as a qualifier in the 
morning with a 30-11 win over Martie Sisson 
(Ohope). 
There were four further teams on three wins 
that needed the last. They all lost. 
Judi Bishop (Frankton Junction) trailed the 
whole game against Gail Burrows 
(Inglewood). Bishop got to within one point 
with five ends remaining, but Burrows se-
cured her first win of the week, 28-26. Cathy 
Andrews (Paritutu), who bowed out in the 
morning, denied Shona Lawn (Manaia) 31-17, 
having earlier led 22-5. 
The real hard luck story was Robyn Reihana 
(Riverhead), who missed out 24-23 to Chris 
Telford (Napier). 

Reihana, after dropping an eight on the sev-
enth end to be 14-1 down, rallied strongly, in 
fact, taking the lead 23-20. But Telford took a 
two and two singles to pip the gallant North 
Harbour side. 
Eileen Jones (Paraparaumu Beach) was the 
other team to miss. Meredith made it six on 
the trot, too, in stopping Jones 21-6. 
Raewyn Vernon (Ohope) and Barbara Harvey 
(Paritutu) also missed out in the only two 
games played in section one at New Plym-
outh. Vernon bowed 26-13 to Cheryl Le Claire 
(Taradale), a five-winner, while Harvey was 
undone 25-22 by Janice Ropitini (West End), 
the 1999 winner. 
And there was also no joy on West End No 3 in 
section five. In addition to Wallace losing out, 
Reen Belliss (Aramoho) also departed. Belliss 
lost 30-12 to Lynn Clifford (Mercury Bay), who 
had the luxury of having qualified in the morn-
ing game. 
But there were stories of success. 
Robyn Wilkinson (Waikanae) went on a scor-
ing spree in securing her fourth win in the 
morning round. Her side picked up a seven 
on the first end and three sixes throughout the 
game to beat Jilly Kimber (Manaia) 36-11. 
In the same section (two), three other sides 
advanced in round six. 
In a winner take-all clash, Ruth Spittle 
(Taradale) beat Cindy Nicoll (Inglewood) 25-
21. In a tight match throughout, Nicoll was left 
to rue dropping a seven on end eight, as Spit-
tle prevailed. 
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Debbie Wildermoth (Wanganui East) staged a 
remarkable recovery to get through in the last 
round. She trailed Karen de Jongh (Central 
Cambridge), who had fallen out of contention 
in the morning, 19-4 after 10 ends.  
Wildermoth hit the front 25-22, but then 
dropped a three and a single. However, a 
three and a four on the last two ends, enabled 
Wildermoth to win 32-26. 
Adrienne Tilyard (Buckland) also made it 
through. After beating Janet Barnard 
(Ngongotaha) 28-24 in round five, Tilyard 
then beat Wilkinson 24-8, having led from the 
outset. 
Estelle Hickey (Carlton Cornwall) missed out 
26-14 to Sue Hodges (Omokoroa), who went 
through with six straight wins as well. Hickey 
led 12-9, but Hodges controlled proceedings 
after the light drizzle commenced. 

Wendy Mitchell (Masterton) advanced via a 
29-16 over Hetty Bolscher (Pukekohe) in a 
game both needed to win to qualify. 
On an adjacent rink, Sheryl Wellington 
(Mairangi Bay) broke free in the second half 
of her match against Elaine Hodge (New 
Plymouth) to win 30-13. Wellington had led 
just 14-12 after 14 ends.  
Lee McDonald (Mercury Bay), after a 27-22 
loss to Gale Fache (Paritutu) in the morning, 
qualified. That was achieved with plenty to 
spare – 26-9 over Mary Korewha (Manurewa). 
It was Korewha’s first loss, but her side had 
already safely made it through. 
All the fours action is at Paritutu for the re-
mainder of the event. Eight teams will remain 
tonight. Meanwhile, 32 pairs start this morn-
ing at West End, needing three wins from four 
games to qualify. 

Draw for post section play in The Devon 
Hotel Taranaki women’s Open fours today: 
Section 1, Paritutu A, round 1 (9am start — 
2 rounds for the day): Ruth Spittle (Taradale) 
v Sue Hodges (Omokoroa), Dianne Straw-
bridge (Kensington) v Jackie Morgan (Kia 
Toa), Wendy Mitchell (Masterton) v Debbie 
Wildermoth (Wanganui East), Marlene Foster 
(Wanganui East) v Kath Nepe (Ngongotaha), 
Mary Korewha (Manurewa) v Gale Fache 
(Paritutu), Lynn Clifford (Mercury Bay) v Kaye 
Bunn (Thames Coast). Round 2 (9am start — 
1 round only for the day): Pam Mulford 
(Plimmerton) v Janet Olliver (Waitarere 
Beach). 
Section 2, Paritutu B, round 1 (9am start — 
2 rounds for the day): Trish Howard (West 
End) v Marilyn Constantine (Tauranga), Lynda 
Francis (Havelock North) v Lee McDonald 
(Mercury Bay), Sheryl Wellington (Mairangi 
Bay) v Leanne Stewart (Hikurangi), Vivienne 
Hall (West End) v Pat Dixon (Naenae), Robyn 
Wilkinson (Waikanae) v Cheryl Le Claire 
(Taradale), Robyn Wallace (Omarunui) v 
Adrienne Tilyard (Buckland), Paula Meredith 
(Johnsonville) v Adele French (Thames 
Coast). To report at 12.30pm: Pania Roberts 

(Opononi), who will play the Howard/
Constantine winner. 
Draw for section play in the Midlands 
Funds Management Taranaki women’s 
Open fours-pairs event, commencing at 
8.45am: 
Section 1, West End 1: Fay Jones (North 
End), Ada Senior (Manaia), Suzie Kahu 
(Manaia), Cindy Gray (Okato), Tereska Knap 
(Miramar), Martie Sisson (Whakatane), Jane 
Henderson (Opunake), Ellice Hona (Okato), 
Susan Cottam (West End), Irene Taunt 
(Tower), Colleen Short (Blockhouse Bay), Rita 
Davey (Opunake), Jill Forbes (Inglewood), 
Bronwyn Hunter (Blockhouse Bay), Mary Car-
penter (Whakatane), Yvonne Gibb (Miramar). 
Section 2, West End 3: Jan Williams (Kia 
Toa), Judy Fox (Manaia), Pania Reed (Te Kui-
ti), Lyn Bowcock (Taradale), Sue Edwards 
(New Plymouth), Kere Matthews (Te Kuiti), Al-
lison Williamson (Taradale), Louise Fitness 
(Havelock North), Mihi Hona (Lepperton), 
Rhonda Adams (Fitzroy), Shona Lawn 
(Manaia), Cathy Andrews (Paritutu), Di Smith 
(Havelock North), Colleen Hodges 
(Lepperton), Chrissy Chilton (Kia Toa), Den-
ise Cottam (West End). 

Fours and pairs draws for today 


